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Residents left confused and enraged 



Diane Euston 

Staff Writer 

Eight cars belonging to Avila students 
were broken into between midnight and 8 
a.m. on April 8. The police report stated 
that the people responsible for this crime 
took stereos, compact discs, and other mis- 
cellaneous items. 

“They broke the window of each of 
the cars, took what they wanted and moved 
on to the next car,” Vice President of 
Student Affairs Joe Deighton said. 

The vehicles were parked near the ten- 
nis and basketball courts in the east parking 
lot near Dallavis Center. 

Freshman Cassie Klein’s Jeep Cherokee 
was parked in a well-lit area close to her 
dorm room. 

“I still can’t believe this happened to 
me. They ripped up my dashboard, bashed 
in my window, and took my stereo,” Klein 
said. 

Klein estimated $1,000 worth of dam- 
ages to her car. 

The Avila campus is not the only area 
that has experienced recent break-ins. 
“These crimes arc not linked to Avila in 
any way,” Sgt. Dan Witcher, head of the 
South Kansas City, Mo. burglary, auto theft 
and larceny division, said. “This type of 
crime is common right now in the area.” 

Similar break-ins have occurred during 
the day at the Barstow school and St. 
Thomas More church. 

“They took 50 CDs and my CD play- 
er. They busted out my passenger side win- 
dow and broke out my glove compart- 
ment,” freshman Jimmy Eates said. “I’m 
still pretty mad that this happened to me.” 

Witcher oversees this type of crime in 
the area. “If a robber is intending to get 
into a vehicle, they will look inside to see if 
there are open items on the seats. These 
crimes are a reminder to put open items in 
your trunk or take them inside with you,” 
Witcher said. 



It’s too late for 
freshman Anthony 
Sansone. His PT 
Cruiser’s passenger 
side window was 
broken and over 
$2,000 in merchan- 
dise taken. 

“My sub- 
woofers, CD 
CDs, $50 in 
Walkman, Fossil 
watch and even my 
brother’s golf clubs 
and shoes were all 
taken from my car 
that night. They 
even ruined the inte- 
rior of my car 
because the robbers 
had mud on their 
feet,” Sansone said. 

In the past three 
months, two crimes 
have occurred in the 
early morning hours. 

“Avila probably 
needs to improve on 
campus security to 
deter these types of 
crimes from happen- 
ing,” Sgt. Witcher 

said. Resident Cassie Kle 

“I’m really upset outside of Ridgway 
because I thought 

there was 24-hour security here at Avila. If 
I’m going to stay at Avila for four years, I 
want to know that I’m safe,” Sansone said. 
“Campus security told me there was no 
security guard in the early morning hours, 
and that is when I would think robbers 
would try to break in.” 

“It’s true we don’t have anyone in secu- 
rity between 2 a.m. and 5 a.m.,” Deighton 
said. “By next fall, we will have someone in 
security 24 hours a day. This is a huge step 
for us.” 

Klein also pointed to security. “This 



Resident Cassie Klein speaks to police after her car and several others were broken into in the parking lot 
outside of Ridgway HalL 



should be prevented before it happens 
again. My car was in a well-lit area, but 
security should be hyped up so no one else 
should have to go through this 3 gain,” 

Klein said. 

“My mom doesn’t want me to park my 
car in the school lot until they improve 
night security. The school should hire a 
night patrol service if campus security can’t 
be around,” Sansone said. 

Deighton has outlined a security plan 
that should increase security by the fall 
semester. In this plan, more lighting will be 



added across campus, security guards will 
be added, and a new door access system 
will be in place. 

Schools like Rockhurst and Kansas 
University already have similar door access 
systems in place. With this system, students 
are required to have an ID card that has a 
bar code on the back. Each ID is pro- 
grammed to let each individual student 
into the buildings after closing. A database 
would keep track of who is coming in and 

THEFTS continued on page 2 



interview with Ben Affleck 
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Sherrell Dandy 

Staff Writer 

Out of 75 seniors nominated, 1 5 were 
chosen to receive the Who’s Who Among 
Students in American Universities Award. 
On April 1 4, they were recognized at the 
Second Annual Student Leadership 
Recognition Ceremony. These seniors were 
chosen based on their contributions and 
service to Avila and the greater community, 
as well as by their demonstrated scholar- 
ship, participation and leadership in aca- 
demic and co-curricular activities. The 
remaining requirement was their potential 
for future achievement. 

The 1 5 seniors were Kara Anderson, 
Tyler Barr, Kathryn Boyle, Alicia Cabrera, 
Eric Findlay, Melissa Fleming, Candice 
Frede, Christopher Gleeson, Karen Guber, 
Orrell Hutson, Kami Johnson, Megan 
Redenbaugh, Kathy Robb, Tekia 



Thompson, and Christina Webb. 

Out of those 15 seniors, Boyle, 
Cabrera, Hutson, Robb, and Thompson 
were nominated for the Ariston Award. 

The faculty and staff were responsible for 
choosing the nominees. The faculty, staff 
and students chose the winner. Thompson 
took home that award along with the 
Wellness Award, the Spirit of Avila Award, 
and the Gavin Campus Ministry Award. 

Thompson is a full time student. She 
is a member of campus ministry, the 
Wellness committee, and many other 
organizations. She also received a Who’s 
Who Among High School Students Award 
in high school. Thompson was shocked 
and overwhelmed to receive the Ariston 
Award. 

Thompson felt that the award showed 
that she has exceeded the challenges she 
knew she was going to have in college. “I 
always had a goal to graduate from college, 
but I never expected to exceed those chal- 



lenges,” Thompson said. 

Thompson thought that she did not 
deserve the award, “ft should be something 
you should be doing anyway,” she said. She 
will be going to Mexico to do missionary 
work with Casas Por Cristo after gradua- 
tion. 

Hutson was also an Ariston Award 
nominee. She works in the business office 
and is a full-time Advantage student. She 
. never thought that she would have received 
this honor in college. “I do much better in 
college than I did in high school,” she said. 

Hutson was not a Who’s Who Among 
High School Students Award recipient. She 
was very honored to just be nominated for 
the Ariston Award. She was not disappoint- 
ed to find out she did not get the award. 
“The other nominees were just as deserving 
as me,” Hutson said. “I wouldn’t want to 
make that type of decision.” 



2002 Who’s Who Recipients 

Kara Anderson 
Tyler Barr 
Kathryn Boyle 
Alicia Cabrera 
Eric Findlay 
Melissa Fleming 
Candice Frede . 

Christopher Gleeson 
Karen Guber 
Orrell Hutson 
Kami Johnson 
Megan Redenbaugh 
I^thy Robb 
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Low church attendance 
creates concern 

Christy Smigin 

Staff Writer 



more trust in objects that do not deserve 
our worship. He feels more people place 
their trust and value toward money, jobs, 
and other objects and this all changes when 
a tragedy occurs. 

“Whenever a tragedy occurs in our 
lives, whether it’s when a family member or 
someone close to us dies we feel the need 
to be comforted,” Huber said. 

Sept. 1 1 was just the tragedy that 
knocked on Americans’ door and said 
someone close to us had died. People 
flowed into churches and other places of 
worship. At that point people dropped 
what they were doing and attended a 
church service. 

This growth in church attendance did 
not last long. Now people are going back 
to their normal activities. According to 
Eppert, these normal activities do not 
include any form of Sunday worship for 
many Americans. 

The next church service is 1 1 a.m. 
Sunday, May 5, 2002. 



Fewer people dot the churches across 
the nation. However, at Avila more people 
have congregated in Foyle Hall for Mass. 

Stephen Huber, director of campus 
ministry, sets up for daily Masses and has 
noticed he is putting more hosts into the 
bowl for consecration. “Here at Avila we’re 
getting more people, to our services in gen- 
eral,” Huber said. “There are fewer stu- 
dents, but more outsiders-Avila alumni, 
people from the neighborhood, etc.” 
Approximately three out of every 10 
students on Avila’s campus are Catholic. 
This is a decline from last year when four 
out of 1 0 students were Catholic. 

Senior Todd Eppert believes the reason 
nationally people have difficulty attending 
church services is the lack of importance 
placed on going to church or even God. 
“We as a nation have a problem with plac- 
ing God in our lives,” Eppert said. 

Eppert thinks the United States places 



E. Barnes 

Attendance at church has declined across the nation but there has been an increase of 
people attending mass at Avila’s Foyle Hall 
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THEFTS: cars burglarized 
on campus parking lot 



Continued from page 1 



“We check the system often for match- 
ing serial numbers that are given by the 
victims of robbery. If a serial number given 
matches a pawned item, we have probable 
cause to arrest the person who pawned the 
item,” Witcher said. 

Brochures printed by the KCMO 
police department explaining Operation 
Pawntrace are available at the Student 
Affairs office. Inside the brochure is a chart 
where a student can keep record of items 
and their serial numbers. This information 
can be given to the police if someone steals 
property. 

“Keeping a record of your serial num- 
bers is very important. If an item is stolen, 
you can report it to us and we can begin 
our search on the Pawntrace system,” 
Witcher said. “There is not a lot we can do 
without serial numbers and leads to fol- 
low.” . 

Anyone with information regarding the 
robberies on April 8 may contact the 
Student Affairs office or call 816-474- 
TIPS. 



out of each building on campus. Deighton 
hopes to have this system underway by this 
summer. 

“With more lighting, security 24 hours 
a day; and a new door access system, wfc 
will be an even safer, more secure campus,” 
Deighton said. 

KCMO police ofFer advice to all 
potential crime victims. 

“Students need to report any type of 
unusual people or activity they see. You can 
never be too cautious,” Sgt. Witcher said. 
“The more information you report fc the 
more likely we are to catch those responsi- 
ble.” 

Witcher urges all potential crime vic- 
tims to use the system that the KCMO 
police adopted in December 2001. It is 
called Operation Pawntrace. When an item 
that is stolen is pawned at a pawn store 
anywhere in the country, the serial number 
of the item has to be input into the 
Pawntrace database the same day. 



Finals Schedule 



Graduation event information 
for graduating seniors 

Wednesday, May 8, 2002 



If your class meets: 

8- 8:50 a.m. MWF 

9- 9:50 a.m. MWF 

10- 10:50 a.m. MWF 

11- 1 1:50 a.m. MWF 
12:30-1:20 p.m. MWF 

9- 10:15 a.m. MW 
10:30-11:45 a.m. MW 
12:30-1:45 p.m. MW 
2-3:15 p.m. MW 
3:30-4:45 p.m. MW 

10- 12:40 p.m. F 
8-9:15 a.m. TR 
9:30-10:45 a.m. TR 

11- 12:15 p.m. TR 
1-2:15 p.m. TR 
2:30-3:45 p.m. TR 
4-5:15 p.m. TR 
4-5:40/6:30 p.m. T 
4-5:40 p.m. W 
7-9:30 p.m. T 
6-8:40 p.m. M 
6-8:40 p.m. T 
6-8:40 p.m. W 
6-8:40 p.tq. R 



Then your final will be: 

Monday, May 6 8-9:50 a.m. 

Wednesday, May 8 8-9:50 a.m. 

Monday, May 6 10-11:50 a.m. 

Wednesday, May 8 10-1 1:50 a.m. 

Monday, May 6 1-2:50 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 8 8-9:50 a.m. 

Monday, May 6 10-11:50 a.m. 

Monday, May 6 1-2:50 p.m. ' 

Wednesday, May 8 1-2:50 p.m. 

Monday, May 6 3-4:50 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 8 10-1 1:50 a.m, 

Tuesday, May 7 8-9:50 a.m. 

Tuesday, May 7 10-1 1:50 a.m, 

Thursday, May 9 10-1 1:50 a.m. 

Tuesday, May 7 1-2:50 p.m. 

Thursday, May 9 1-2:50 p.m. 

Thursday, May 9 3-4:50 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 7 3-4:50 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 8 3-4:50 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 7 7-8:50 p.m. 

Monday, May 6 6-7:50 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 7 6-7:50 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 8 6-7:50 p.m. 

Thursday, May 9 6-7:50 p.m. 



Saturday, May 11, 2002 



Graduation rehersal 



Recognition Ceremony 
10 a.m. 

Goppert Theater 



Mabee Fieldhouse 



Graduation Mass 



Goppert Theater 



Graduation Barbecue 



Commencement 



Marian Center Dining Room 



Mabee Fieldhouse 



Retraction 



In the April 11, 2002 issue of The Talon, Sister Marie Joan Harris was quoted in 
Jimmy Vogel’s article “Avila takes a stand” when she was never interviewed. The Talon 
wishes to apologize to Sister Marie and the leaders, and will take extra precautions to pre- 
vent future occurences. 
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Affleck equals the sum of all fears 

Jeremy Lillig 

Staff Writer 



Booty-shakin’ fun 



were you seeking ? 

A blessing or approval hoping they 
wouldn’t say “are you crazy?” It was also 
out of respect. I have respect for what 
actors do, to show a piece of yourself and 
to take criticism. The work it takes to play 
a role well and what intakes to have a 
career like those guys do. I’m younger and 
haven’t achieved what those guys achieved. 
It wasn’t to ask what to do in this scene or 
that scene, but it was mainly out of respect. 



Liz Horsley 

Arts dr Entertainment Editor 



The fourth Jack Ryan to grace the big 
screen, Ben Affleck stars in Tom Clancy’s 
The Sum of All Fears. 



What about this role made you want to 
make it? 

Well, I liked the other movies, and in 
order to make this movie work it had to 
have the right elements. It had to be origi- 
nal in its adaptation and it had to be chal- 
lenging and appealing. 



Eric Sardinas 
Alanis Morissette 
Garbage 

Medeski Martin & Wood 

Dave Edmunds 

Jack Johnson 

Rusted Root 

The Apex Theory 

Big Smith 

Tribute to Rock 

Dub Narcotic Sound System 

Lil Romeo 

Kenny Chesney 

J Masics 

Seven Nations 

Sevendust 

Shiner 

Jars of Clay 

Trans Am 

Alan Jackson 

Jolie & The Wanted 

Mike Watt 

Bonnie Raitt 

Charlie Robison 

Prairie Home Companion 

Dan Fogelberg 

Jerry Jeff Walker 

String Cheese Incident 



Grand Emporium, KCMO 
Starlight Theatre, KCMO 
Uptown Theatre, KCMO 
Liberty Hall, Lawrence, Kan. 
Grand Emporium, KCMO 
Liberty Hall, Lawrence, Kan. 
Uptown Theatre, KCMO 
Beaumont Club, KCMO 
Grand Emporium, KCMO 
Sandstone, Bonner Springs, Kan. 
El Torreon, KCMO 
Midland Theatre, KCMO 
Sandstone, Bonner Springs, Kan. 
Bottleneck, Lawrence, Kan. 
Madrid Theatre, KCMO 
Uptown Theatre, KCMO 
Madrid Theatre, KCMO 
Starlight Theatre, KCMO 
Bottleneck, Lawrence, Kan. 
Sandstone, Bonner Springs, Kan, 
Beaumont Club, KCMO 
Bottleneck, Lawrence, Kan. 
Midland Theatre, KCMO 
Beaumont Club, KCMO 
Starlight Theatre, KCMO 
Starlight Theatre, KCMO 
Madrid Theatre, KCMO 
Starlight Theatre, KCMO 
Uptown Theatre, KCMO 



Did you feel that there was a lot of pres- 
sure in changing his character ? 

I knew there was a lot of risk. No mat- 
ter what happened people would say that I 
am not Harrison Ford or Alec Baldwin. I 
am nothing but a fan of those guys. I hope 
to be able to live up to the standard of 
them. In plays different actors come in 
and take over roles all the time. It is a chal- 
lenge to be true to the character. It is a dif- 
ferent thing because it is the same character 
but it is kind of like doing his origin. I 
always liked the notion of a low level guy 
in the CIA who is thrust up to the top. 
Either it will work or it won’t. There is not 
a lot of control over that, but the real secret 
to me was to work with a good director, 
writer, and surrounding cast. 



What helps to motivate you as a writer 
and what is up with the next Project 
Greenlight? 

I don’t write anything unless I am 
moved to write about it. When 1 am 
assigned 1 don’t like it as much as if 1 am 
moved to write if. It terms of Project 
Greenlight, we are setting up number two. 
We are trying to make the contest more 
fair and accurate. Within the next couple 
of months we will start accepting submis- 



June 15 
June 25 
June 27 
June 29 
July 16 



•Tickets for all of these shows may be purchased through TicketMaster. 



The art of promise 
and disappointment 



sions. 



This movie deals with very real fear. 
What is your biggest fear? 

It is a political thriller and it has become 
an intense drama because the world has 
changed. My biggest fear is that som'e- 
thing so terrible will happen in the world 
that it will change everything. That’s my 
biggest fear. 



With your friend Matt Damon is there 
a lot of competition? 

We’re still friends. This business is hard 
enough without feeling like you have to 
compete. I have a bunch of friends who are 
actors. We all root for one another and 
cheer on each other. I am pulling for 
Matty and we give each other ideas about 
what we can do to make our movies better. 



Jeremy Lillig 

Staff Writer 



formance. This plot might have been 
interesting if it had not been done eight 
billion times. 

Upon first sight this film looks to be 
very promising, but after viewing it, it 
turns out to be tepid, boring, and flat. Two 
minor moments of interest last a few sec- 
onds and come from some interesting cine- 
matography. The film lasts about an hour 
and a half but the overdone storyline 
makes it feel like three hours. 

It was thought that director Scott 
Kalvert, Basketball Diaries, could make an 
interesting and powerful adaptation to an 
overdone thought but clearly he was just 
following in the footsteps of bad ‘80s gang 
movies. The score does not help to counter 
this point since it is full of techno-sound- 
ing beats amongst graphic violent fight 
sequences. 

Dorff and Renfro deliver mediocre 
performances but are hard to believe as 
brothers. Balk plays her usual controlled 
strong feminine character leaving her 
choices uninventive and unoriginal. 

The film’s story is based upon peace, 
revenge, love, family, and hope. 
Unfortunately it delivers such underdevel- 
oped ideas that the audience is left with 
nothing; but a lighter wallet from the 
money they wasted on yet another over- 
done idea. Go see this film if you like the 
repetition of watching ! a cat chase its tail 
because it has about the same level of 
intensity. 



Before making the film you talked to 
Alec Baldwin and Harrison Ford. Wlmt 



Deuces Wild 
★ 1/2 (out of ★★★★) - 
Rated: R 

Starring: Stephen Dorff, Brad Renfro, 
Matt Dillon, Fairuza Balk, 
Johnny Knoxville, 

Frankie Muniz, James Franco 



’s breaks the monotony 

annoying sound of techno filtered through 
the speakers. Silly me, I forgot my glow- 
sticks, but it seemed everyone else did too. 
They opted to liquid dance minus the col- 
ect when orful prop. * 

anding that The miser)’ finally ended when head- 
>T' ca l liner Palmeroy cook the stage. The lead 

to the ^ singer informed the fans there was a 3 1 1 

annagan’s. concert in town and that’s where everyone 
ny face else was. Despite the showing of only 200 
of all clubs, devotees, he promised to rock the house. 
Jreamed of, Andtheydid. . f. 

Keeping with the alternative vibe, the 
;ger than band comparable to 311. The enter-iy 

pond in tainment continued with the introductiop a 

, stared of break dancers to accompany a variecyprf 

Tables for songs throughout the set, : T 

eat lined The cover is $5 for 21 and up, $7 for 

tys were 18-20. Check it out if you have not 
at the pool already. ItVj a little different, not quite a ; 

. • “dance” chib, but worth the drive.if you are 

Live music rocked from the main stage, ready to break the monotony of your weck- 
asarea bailds ^ ■ day outings. . 



Karen Guber 

Editor-In-Chief 



Been there, done that! It is unfortunate 
that the only phrase to describe this cliche 
of a movie is in fact cliche. Such, apparent- 
ly was the premise for this clap trap of 
overdone material and ideas. 

The film takes us into the world of 
1958 Brooklyn in which there is fierce 
hatred between the two most powerful 
gangs in Brooklyn. The leader of the 
Deuces (Stephen Dorff) has everything 
how he wants it on his block: clean, safe, 
and carefree. Then the rival evil gang rises 
up to take down the perfect and just 
Deuces. In the meantime the story ties in a 
Romeo and Juliet style love story between 
Dorff’s brother (Brad Renfo) and the sister 
of one of the opposing gang members 
(Fairuza Balk). Their love is forbidden and 
fights ensue ground them by the two feud- 
ing gangs. , Oh yeah, Dillon is a mot* boss 
who delivers an impressively boring per- 




SENIOR SPOTLIGHT 
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Always on the go 

Shirley Phillips 

Staff Writer 



Leaving a mark 

Eric Findlay 

News Editor 



1 as possible,” Vasko 
I said. 

" ' ‘ ' y ing softball when she 

□ was five. Her babysit- 
ter’s husband coached 
their son and one of 
their two daughters in 
baseball and softball. 

daughter start playing 
jgSgHBjl even though they were 
4 ®J|S 5 years old (and were 

su pp ose< ^ to 

Jm. fei! three years. The next 
year they started girls 

E. Barnes and he’s trying to get me 
to do it,” Vasko said. 

She said she bruised 
up his shins and threw 
the ball everywhere but 
in his glove. To improve her accuracy, he 
taped off a square on the concrete wall by 
their garage and told her to pitch into it. 
“Mom said she got so sick of hearing the 
ball hit the house,” Vasko said. All of her 
practice and some pitching lessons helped 
her to be a starter on the softball team. 

“I’ve enjoyed my experience at Avila. 
I’ve learned so much. My mom and dad 
have helped me so much. I owe a big 
thanks to them. They have helped me with 
everything. They could have made me pay 
for a little more stuff here and there. They 
wanted me to concentrate on grades, so 
they always paid for stuff. I know I proba- 
bly broke them. Now they are helping me 
plan a wedding,” Vasko said. 

She got engaged to Bob Turner, an 
Avila graduate, on Feb. 27. “We’re getting 
married in October. It’s a lot trying to plan 
a wedding, and go to school, and study for 
boards, but I’ve never been a person to do 
things the easy way,” Vasko said. 



He stands 6 feet 2 inch- 
es, 190 pounds. His 
favorite food is his mother’s 
mashed potatoes and he 
enjoys playing the piano. It 
does not seem to fit the 
description of a power hit- 
ting left fielder, does it? 

Even though his physique 
might not intimidate, the 
bat in his hands does all the 
talking for him. 

Senior Steve Prewitt is 
about to complete his suc- 
cessful career of baseball at 
Avila College within a 
week. However, the memo- 
ries he has left will never be 
forgotten. The number of 
home run trots have already 
been lost because there were 
simply too many to count. 

All of these accolades 
came close to never happen- 
ing as Prewitt considered 
hanging up his spikes after 
high school. “I think when 
I came out of high school 1 
was ready to give up base- 
ball to pursue other 
avenues. But playing ball at 
Avila gave me the opportu- 
nity to line up internship 
opportunities with Sprint. I 
also was able to help my 
mom and sister out by stay- 
ing close to home and at the Steve Prewitt and Melissa Vasko. 
same time I had a great time 

playing ball,” he said. then the World Series. 

There were several other reasons that “We will definitely 

almost kept Prewitt away from Avila. been the heart and soul 

Coming out of high school he received several years and has m: 

three letters for baseball from Avila, ing catches for us in lefi 

Dartmouth, and the University of and replace him as best 

Missouri-Columbia. He received a letter replacing someone of h: 
for academics from Duke University as thing very hard to do,” 

well. Even with all these possibilities and Szot said, 
opportunities, Avila was the perfect fit for As his baseball care 

him. Prewitt is getting ready 

During his baseball career at Avila, tion. He is graduating t 

Prewitt contributed in many ways and in with a degree in busine: 

several meaningful games. His fondest and an emphasis in inft 

baseball memory as an individual was at This summer he will bt 

the conference tournament last year in the with Pfizer Pharmaceut 
championship game. City, as a part of the gl< 

“It was a pretty tense moment in the After the completh 

game and I swung as hard as I could and he will move to, St. Lou 

hit it as perfect as I could,” Prewitt said. Washington University, 

“That was an unbelievable shot off a business schools in the 

pretty good pitcher and helped us take the master’s degree in busir 

lead. I know it is something I will never Enough baseball at 

forget and neither will anyone who saw it,” does he enjoy doing du 

teammate Casey Berry said. “I really don’t have a lo 

His favorite memory for the team was ant learning how to pla 

at the regular season conference champi- playing video games, cc 

onship game during his sophomore year. out with my friends an 

This game matched the Eagles up with enjoys the music of live 

long time conference rivals, the Bellevue at clubs. He also suffei 

Bruins. “I will always remember that game. his favorite baseball tea 

Wc*won 1-0 and I drove in the lone run Royals, 
that game. It came down to a play at the After an interview 

plate and we were able to stop them from with Prewitt, one comt 

scoring to seal the conference champi- that he is a very friendl 

onship,” Prewitt said. son. “If I were to descr 

Prewitt was an integral part of that have to say that I am a 

team his sophomore year that accomplished ous, and thoughtful,” I 

the 50 victory plateau, with a record of 50- also comes to the cone 

21. That year the Eagles won the Midland very determined and fc 

Collegiate Athletic Conference regular sea- successful in every aspt 

son championship and finished second in definitely left his mark 

the regional tournament: one win away 
from the super regional tournament and 






Melissa Vasko is one busy senior. She 
is a full time nursing student, a pitcher, 
and an outfielder for the Avila softball 
team. She starts a new job at St. Joseph 
Medical Center on May 13 and is taking 
her boards for nursing in July. As if that is 
not enough, she is also in the process of 
planning her October wedding. 

She came to Avila because Head 
Coach Dennis Gault recruited her to play 
on the softball team and the nursing pro- 
gram was willing to be accommodating 
with her hectic schedule. “I looked around 
at quite a few colleges in the area and most 
of them said that softball and nursing don’t 
mix. It would be too demanding to do 
both. When Dennis recruited me, he said I 
would get to play a lot. The nursing pro- 
gram was very flexible, they were so excited 
to have an athlete and a student wanting to 
be a nurse,” Vasko said. 

“Outside of sports, the nursing 
instructors have been fantastic. I learned a 
lot and formed my closest bond with Janet 
Ahlstrom. She is now working at St. Joseph 
Medical Center so she won’t be teaching (at 
Avila). Lonna Boen, Martha Blackman, 
Michele Hinds, and Susan Fetsch were all 
wonderful. They all worked with my soft- 
ball schedule. They made it easy for me. As 
long as I was responsible and got my stuff 



Fraternities - Sororities 
Clubs - Student Groups 

Earn $1,000 - $2,000 with easy Campusfundraiser.com 
three hour fundraising event. Does not involve credit card 
applications. Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so call 
today! Contact Campusfundraiser.com at (888) 923-3238, 
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Softball wraps up season 



Shannon Degitz 

Staff Writer 

Determination, loyalty, and confidence 
describe the Eagles softball team. The hard 
work and effort that each player has put 
forth this season has paid off and their win- 
ning record of 23-20 confirms just that. 
Although the season has been eventful and 
hopeful, it is nearing the end. 

The team had a strong head start this 
year. They had a chance to practice indoors 
during pre-season at The Old Ball Game. 

In past years they have not had the privi- 
lege of practicing at fully equipped facili- 
ties, and many feel that being able to great- 
ly contributed to how well they played dur- 
ing the season. 

“Being able to practice inside during 
pre-season was a great advantage to how 
well we played during the season,” Jessica 
McGilton, shortstop, said. 

“The pre-season practices allowed us 
to be more prepared and focused when it 
came time to play. We were a lot stronger 
and more mentally focused,” Kcri Wien, 
second base, said. 

This season has proved to be better 
then past seasons. “We pulled together fair- 
ly well compared to last season. We aFe 
strong in all positions and have at least two 
people to play each spot,” Wien said. 

“We don’t have much left, but so far 



they have played well,” Galen Struve, head 
coach, said. “The year has been so much 
fun and they have been absolutely spectac- 
ular.” 

As the end of the season rapidly 
approaches, the team faces losing four start- 
ing seniors. “We will miss them tremen- 
dously. They are a huge asset to our team. 
We are finding that out quickly,” Wien 
said. 

“The seniors will be a loss as always 
but I know that we have enough talent to 
keep the team going,” McGilton said. 

A huge loss occurred when senior 
Jinny Chapman broke her arm during a 
recent game against Evangel. “She was our 
number one hitter and first baseman,” 
Struve said. 

Overall, the team performed with a 
winning record. “We had our ups and 
downs but for the most part we performed 
strong,” Emilie Pierson, outfielder, said. “I 
really don’t want to see it end because we 
are having such a good time.” 

They hope to finish out the season 
strong with more people showing support 
by attending games. “We hope to see more 
fan support at our last few games. We 
worked really hard to get to where we are 
and people should come out and watch 
us,” McGilton said 










K. Guber 



Meagan Palcher catches a pop fly. 




Baseball needs conference wins 



strike out to end the inning. The Eagles 
failed to score in the bottom half of the 
inning ending the game in a 4-1 score. 

Culver-Stockton’s pitcher held the ^ 

Eagles scoreless until the fifth inning. ~ j S x. -2~ 

Aaron Learning, third baseman, led off the 
fifth by grounding out to the second base- 
man for the first out, Chris Brown, DH, 

drew a walk, while Nick Bjork, shortstop, 4 

scorched a grounder that found a hole 
through the left side of the infield advanc- 

ing Brown to second. J3 

Shaun Szot, second baseman, then ~ 

struck out for the second out of the inning. , /Jjs&Sp! 

First baseman Mike Beckett produced the 

only run of the game for the Eagles with an 

RBI single to right field. Steve Prewitt, left 
fielder, lined a fastball to the shortstop who H 

made a leaping catch with the tip of his ... , , ... 

glove, which became a game saving play. ‘v R.tfi w;. , . ga;;, ■ : 'gs : , 

A 4-1 final score left Culver-Stockton 
with their first victory of the day. The 
Eagles ended the game with one run off 

eight hits and stranding eight runners on Eric Findlay delivers a pitch. 
the base paths. Steve Miller, catcher, went 

3-4 with two singles and a double, while . j ^ 

Beckett went 2-4 with two singles anti an • - ' #9 BJjCSli! 

Game two of the double header ended jpjnyf 

16-3 after five innings. The Eagles scored • ' % 

one run in the first inning with Prewitt 

knocking in Szot with a single to left field. ^^^^7**?** 

The next run came in the third inning with 
Beckett driving Szot in with an RBI single ■ 

to center field. 

The final run came in the fifth inning ▼ 

with Prewitt bringing in Bjork with anoth- *- vnr rjr' 

er RBI single up the middle to cap off the * ’ ... «w- *» 

scoring and ending the game. The Eagles 9m . «_• 

ended the game with three runs on 10 hits totfiS- 
and stranding four base runners. 4 t ^ 

Prewitt went two for three with two & \ f 
singles and two RBIs, Beckett went two for 
three with two singles and one RBI, and 



Ryan Jackson 

Sports Editor 



Culver-Stockton 4 Avila 1 
Culver-Stockton 16 Avila 3 



The baseball team dropped two games 
in a double-header against conference 
opponent Culver-Stockton. The first game 
was a pitching duel that ended in extra 
innings while the second game was a blow 
out. 

In the first game, Culver-Stockton 
broke out into an early lead scoring one 
run in the first inning against Avila pitcher 
Shane Mclntire. Culver’s leadoff hitter got 
on base on a walk. The shortstop then sac- 
rifice bunted back to Mclntire for the first 
out, advancing the runner to second base. 

The center fielder flied out to left for 
the second out. The next batter, the first 
baseman, drew a walk with a nine pitch at- 
bat. The designated hitter hit an RBI single 
to center field knocking in the only run 
until the eighth inning. 

- The next batter flied out to right field 
ending the threat. Mclntire pitched six 
scoreless innings after the first, pitching to 
only three batters in the fourth and fifth 
innings. 

Tied 1-1 going into the eighth inning, 
Culver-Stockton’s first baseman led off the 
inning with a single to left-center field. The 
next batter got on by a walk. Then the 
right fielder blooped a single into right 
field loading the bases. 

With the bases loaded, the left fielder 
flied out to right for the first out of the 
inning. Then the third baseman hit a two 
run single into right field. Pitcher Casey 
Berry was brought in to relieve Mclntire 
and the first batter he faced dropped a 
squeeze bunt that brought in another run. 

After that, Berry retired the next two 
batters on a popup to the shortstop and a 
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Rob Jackson slides into second. 
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Living in a world of silence 



Sara Maley 

Features Editor 



Junior Jason Crow walks across the 
Mabee Ficldhousc parking lot with his 
oversized, dusty baseball bag slung over his 
shoulder. He wipes a trickling bead of 
sweat from his brow as the sun blazes down 
on his black Avila ball cap. As he nears the 
south end of the baseball field, he is joined 
by fellow teammates Casey Berry and Eric 
Findlay. They nod “hello” to Crow, but nei- 
ther utter a sound to him. Crow is soon 
greeted by several other teammates and 
coaches in the same manner. He smiles and 
nods back. 

Crow and the team huddle around 
Head Baseball Coach Ryan Howard before 
beginning their defensive practice. Crow 
watches the coach’s mouth as he guides and 
instructs the team as if his playing time 
depends on absorbing every word. He then 
turns to the team and watches their 
responses. The coaching session lasts several 
minutes. He leaves with the confidence of 
having heared every word — but he did 
not. Crow is deaf. 

Crow was born with Waardenburg 
Syndrome, a genetic disorder often charac- 
terized by distinctive hair coloring, such as 
a white patch of hair, white eyelashes, and 
premature graying. People with WS, as it is 
commonly called, may be born with two 
differently colored or unusually blue eyes. 
Another trait of this syndrome is a varying 
degree of hearing loss. In Crow’s case, this 
is the most significant element of his dis- 



Though born hard of hearing, Crow 
has overcome numerous obstacles such as 
communication barriers and discrimination 
by those ignorant to the deaf culture. One 
such obstacle came through athletics. 

His love for the game of baseball began 
at age four through the teaching of his 
father. Crow’s father taught him to play 
other sports including football and basket- 
ball, but his main attraction centered on 
baseball. "Baseball uses signs to communi- 
cate,” Crow said, “so 1 didn’t always have to 
have an interpreter.” 

Crow attended public school in the 
Shawnee Mission School District, which 
provided him with a strong deaf education 
program. In high school, he participated in 
the same activities that hearing students 
could, including baseball. Crow also played 
two years of football and four years of bas- 
ketball at the Kansas School for the Deaf, 
located in Olathe, Kan. 

After graduating from Shawnee 
Mission East High School in 1998, the 22- 
year-old Grandview, Mo. native tried out 
for a pitching position on the baseball team 
at Johnson County Community College 
OCCC). He was cut from theteam because 
he is hard of hearing. “The coach thought 
that the communication issue couldn’t be 
overcome, so he cut me,” Crow said. 

“That’s really the only time I’ve ever felt 
discrimination [first hand].” 

Rather than fight the battle with 
JCCC, Crow tried out at Longview 
Community College, which accepted him 
and his pitching ability. He transferred to 
Avila in the fall of 2000 after completing 
two years of baseball and academics at 



Longview. 

“Avila is the first 
place I’ve gone to where 
I’m the only deaf per- 
son,” Crow said. Crow 
uses interpreter Gordon 
Ellis for class and occa- 
sionally during practice, 
but relies on his team- 
mates and classmates 
when Ellis is not around. 
“Last year there were sev- 
eral guys on the team 
from California who 
knew sign language and 
they helped me a lot. 
They are gone now, but 
Nick [Coyazo] knows 
some,” Crow said. “He 
tells me what time prac- 
tice is and when we are 
leaving for games.” 

Crow hopes to 
someday become a crim- 
inal investigator. “I don’t 
think that being deaf will 
hinder me in the future 
at all,” Crow said. “I will 
be able to get a job just 
like any hearing person. 

I don’t have any limita- 
tions. I feel like I am just 
like any hearing person, 
only I can’t hear.” 




E. Bames 



Bom with Waardenburg Syndrome that caused him to be 
deaf, Jason Crow communicates through sign language. 



No bills and a debt free life? Priceless 



Jennifer Sanchez 
Staff Writer 

Smooth, silky waves of cloth flutter 
around my fingers as I brush the material, 
seemingly breathing from a life of its own. 

It whispers to me “Take me home, I’m 
yours.” Trying to resist I start to walk away, 
but like a bee buzzing around my ear that 
will not go away, I hear the chant “Buy Me, 
Buy Me, BUY ME!” 

The temptation- is too strong. I cannot 
resist the urge and I reach to touch the fab- 
ric once more. This time it is for keeps. I 
feel the instant pleasure of knowing this 
wonderful shirt will be hanging in my clos- 
et in a matter of hours. Not even looking at 
the price tag, I take it to the counter and 
tell the sales woman, “Yes, that will be on 
my charge card.” 

A little voice tells me to stop this 
impulse purchase and that I am already in 
enough debt, but I just push that annoying 
little voice away and take my dream shirt 
out of the store. I think to myself, what can 
a little more debt on top of what I have 
now hurt me? I will just make the'mini- 
mum payments and my credit will be okay. 

How many students at Avila have told 
themselves the same thing? But, when they 
graduate and the bills start cbming in and 
they find out what the term “financial bur- 
den” means by having to pay off school 
loans and credit card bills. “I really do not 
have any debt except my school loans. I 
know as soon as I graduate, I will have to 
really find a great job. in order, to pay off 
these loans,” Monica Davis said. 

According to Newsweek nragazinfe, 
credit card Companies have made, it very 
easy for an 18-year-‘old freshman in college 
that has little or no credit to obtain a credit 
card with a limit of $3,000 with a promise 




Sallie Mae is not your 
mama 

1. Have the financial aid 
pay the school directly to 
avoid the temptation of cash- 
ing a check and spending it 
on other things. Also have 
your payments automatically 
deducted from your savings or 
checking account so you will 
not have any penalties or late 
payments. 

Do it your way 

2. Pay off the large interest 
credit card first, i.e., Dillards, 
Jones, or The Buckle. They 
can charge as much as 22 per- 
cent in interest. 

Size does matter 

3. Once your smaller bills 
are paid off, use the same 
amount of money to pay off 
the larger bills. For example: 
you had three small bills that 
you paid $20 dollars a month 

E. Bames for minimum fees. When those 
are paid off take the extra $60 

Credit card debt runs rampant across the United States, including college campuses just like Avila, dollars and put it toward your 

higher credit cards. 



to increase every year. “I am going to grad- 
uate in two years and even with the help 
from my mom and dad I will be in debt so 
much that I am not going to tell you 
because it is way too much. But it is really 
hard to control my spending habits when I 
have never had to do it before,” Shannon 
Dobbs said. 

Each year thousands of students find 
themselves emerged in the cycle of debt. 
Having to find jobs, they may not want to 



pay off the minimum fees. They soon find 
themselves in the real world, living from 
paycheck to paycheck 

Here are some secrets and tips from 
Jim Drake of the Debt Free Living Class on 
how to stop going into or staying out of - 
debt. He has given advice to businesses 
around the country to help people live a 
debt-free life. Drake suggests these tips to 
help you start and maintain a life of debt- 
free living. 



Do not be a mall rat 

4. Stay away from the mall or if you 
have to go, leave your credit cards and ID 
at home. Stores have computers n.ow that 
can take a driver’s license number and 
obtain a credit card number, which means 
more trouble for you. 
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Reagor believes that controlling the 
environment can control exposure to those 
rays, thereby protecting from the adverse 
effects of the sun. 

“When a person tans outside, they are 
not tanning in a controlled environment. 

This means that they will be prone to over- 
exposure to the sun. This can he dangerous 
and lead to burning of the skin,” Reagor 
said. 

Amy Hargrave, a long-time tanner and 
patron ofTan World, is excited by the idea 
of being able to tan without worrying 
about burning her skin. “I just love having 
that dark bronze look all year round. I like 
the way my skin looks when it’s darker as 
opposed to when it’s lighter. I don’t ever 
feel like I have burned my skin when I 
leave the tanning salon. 1 just feel like I 
look better,” Hargrave said. 

There is little research to prove 
whether or not UVA rays may have the 
same harmful effects from the sun as UVB 
rays, but it is proven that the skin’s melanin 
reacts differently to the two types of rays. 

This does not necessarily mean that those 
rays may not have long-term effects, but 
for now it looks like the high pressure UVA 
ray bed is a safer way to get that summer- 
time glow. 

“We want people here to be tan, not 
burned. We want them to have the look Students who desire a sun-baked glow choose to use an indoor tanning facility. 
they want, but not at any cost to their 
health,” Reagor said. 



It’s that time of year again. The weath- 
er is warming up, the birds are chirping, 
and trees are finally turning green again. 

But while the trees are turning green, peo- 
ple are turning brown. Because this is also 
the season for fun in the sun, for some that 
means having a tan is a must. 

In recent years, however, doctors are 
warning people not to tan. Doctors say 
that the sun’s dangerous rays cause early 
aging of the skin and cancer. In response to 
these warnings cosmetics and lotions now 
include SPF to protect the skin. But some 
people do not want to be protected from 
those dangerous rays. In fact? they flock to 
tanning salons year-round in order to 
achieve that sun-baked glow. 

It might be possible that there is a 
safer solution to tanning, other than those 
self-tanning products that can streak or 
turn skin orange. Jenny Reagor ofTan 
World in Overland Park seems to think so. 
She believes that one can tan safely by tan- 
ning in a controlled environment in a high- 
pressure bed that does not exert UVB rays. 

A high pressure tanning bed is one 
using a specific kind of light bulb that does 
not exert UVB rays, or rays from the sun 
that burn the skin and have been linked to 
fatal skin cancers and premature aging. 
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There is Still room for You!! 



Hunt named professor of the year 



Spend Fall Break this year in 
• Jamaica and Earn Level III Credits 

IS 337, Jamaican Nature and Archaeology 
Fridays 12-12:50 pm and October 5-12, 2002 in 

-* Soaking up rays on the beach. Snorkeling over a coral 

reef. Learning about tropical biology. Experiencing Jamaican culture. Course 
Fee: $1200 (includes travel, lodging, food, and more) 

Questions?? Contact Professor Powell (501-2440) or Professor Wissmann (501-3643) 



Sherre Sichko 

Staff Writer 



campus each spring. Nominees should pos- 
sess the following criteria: receive more 
than 1 0 percent of all nominations, rank 
order on number of nominations received, 
and represent a cross section of depart- 
ments on campus. The past year’s recipient 
is ineligible, only full-time faculty are eligi- 
ble and nominations by the staff and 
administration are excluded. Nominees are 
identified by the election committee and 
then listed on the ballot. 

Previously, 150- 
350 students voted 
■ in this election and 

the majority selects a 
nominee. Kathy Jo 

vaiting for Robb, vice president 

of the student senate, 
0ITI6 tO me, said. “I think stu- 

ich out and ^entt will vote when 

you consider what 

. Based on teachers you have 

had in your Avila 

an see who career and think back 

I i . .. to the more memo- 

whatthey rab , e ones . The spe - 

jJ" cial ones, the ones 

that made a differ- 
» 

ence. 

Votes are tallied 
and the nominee- 
elect is kept secret 
until the award is presented at the 
Recognition Ceremony on the morning of 
commencement. A plaque is given, as well 
as a $300 certificate for books to be pur- 
chased for the library. The gift is funded by 
the Student Senate Activity Fund 
Allocation. Names of the past recipients are 
on a plaque, which hangs outside the office 
of the Vice President and Dean for Student 
Affairs. The 2002 award recipient will be 
announced on May 1 1 . 

“We want to give our students trans- 
ferable skills that will carry over into the 
business world, and that s all about psy- 



Pre-Professional 
Health Science Classes 



Bachelor of Science in 
Human Biology 



Doctor of Chiropractic 



Options 



If you have 90 credits, including science courses, 
call Cleveland today. We can help you explore your 
options and have you on your way to a fulfilling and 
flexible career as early as this fall. 

Cleveland tall the Kansas City campus at 

Su° e faCtiC 800-467-CCKC (2252) 

Kansu to, tags*** www.clevelcind.edu 

Adjust your thinking.™ 
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athlete. The cheerleaders spend two days 

week for up to two hours in the weight s 

room. They run miles along with plyomet- > 

rics in order to build stamina and strength. d ■■ ' ; 

Some of them spend up to three hours a 

week working on tumbling. The dance 

team runs, does kip-ups, plyometrics, lift 

weights and aerobics. 

Cheerleaders and dancers risk getting 
injured every time they practice and per- 
form. When cheerleaders do stunts, they 
can fall and hurt themselves. When dancers 
do kicks, leaps, turns, etc., they can pull 
muscles or break bones if they are not care- . 

ful. They arc always in the trainers room 

preparing themselves so that they do not / 

mmi ■&.<>. 

They compete to be number one just B§afj5&i 

like basketball, baseball, soccer, football, or 

any other sport. They go to competitions, j 

perform at games, and make appearances j j 

all over the city. The dance team and cheer- HH f 1 

leaders hosted the high school state dance jMfe 

and cheer competition this year and they 
performed. 

To put the icing on the cake, Avilas /--»«■ 

Spirit Team has brought a lot of attention 

to this campus. The dance team placed sec- mEHT , VS 

ond in the nation this year. They have j? 

worked very hard to earn that. Anyone FlMa fl 

who thinks that what they go through isn’t wvTc 

a sport should have their head examined. * 

It’s usually the people who cannot do what 
cheerleaders and dancers do that try to 

belittle them. Here is some advice, don’t Avila cheerleaders perform one oj 
knock it until you try it. 



They work hard, compete, and keep 
smiles on their faces. They are cheerleaders 
and dancers, and they are athletes. They 
should have the same respect as any other 
athlete. Dancing and cheerleading is a 
sport. There are plenty of reasons that will 
support this. 

I don’t want to hear those same, boring 
excuses about why cheerleading and dance 
are not a sport like, “You don’t play games 
like other sports” or “You just perform, 
not play” or “You don’t work as hard as 
other sports.” If we have to run across a 
field, or make a point by making a basket, 
kicking a ball, or hitting a ball, then boxing 
is not a sport. 

There are plenty of sports that don’t 
have those qualifications, but we call those 
sports. If we are going to call those sports, 
then show some respect and call dancing 
and cheerleading a sport. It is not fair to 
belittle them just because they are mostly 
women and they do not do something 
“manly” when they compete. In fact, if you 
learn your history of cheerleading, then 
you will discover that males were the first 
cheerleaders. How do you like those 
apples? They do almost everything other 
athletes do to prepare, perform, and com- 
pete. 

They work out to prepare for each per- 
formance. They lift weights like any other 
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Wanted: Avila spirit 

Ivori Johnson 

Opinion Editor 






the cheerleading squad have brought a nice 
touch. Also, the men’s basketball team 
actually winning games this year helped 
persuade students to support the team. 

However, most of the non-athletic 
activities have flopped. Very few students 
show up to activities like bingo, poetry 
night, and the talent show. If more than 20 
people attended, there was a sense of 
accomplishment. This is pathetic. 

Students that live in the dorms would 
rather throw beer bottles through windows 
or complain about how there is nothing to 
do, instead of forming spirit groups togeth- 
er and having fun while relieving as much 
stress as possible. 

Next year Avila will no longer be a col- 
lege, but a university. There are many 
responsibilities that we have to our school 
and one of them is to increase the school 
spirit. So, with all this - power that every 
single student has, I encourage you to 
express your spirit for Avila by becoming 
involved on campus and encourage a friend 
to do the same. 
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Student involvement in campus activi- 
ties is becoming more nonexistent each 
year. Students would rather watch televi- 
sion or hang out in their dorm rooms then 
be active on campus. It’s a shame that stu- 
dents either don’t care enough or find the 
time to bring their school spirit to Avila, 
when they are the ones that provide the 
best advertisement for the school. 

For me, coming from a state college 
was a big transition in itself. Students 
would come to the college-sponsored activ- 
ities, sporting events, and programs in 
overwhelming numbers. Maybe those stu- 
dents came to the events because they loved 
their college and knew how to make the 
best of every event. 

There were some attempts to encour- 
age more student involvement this year. 

The new dance team being awarded second 
place at nationals and the improvements of 
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Letter to the Editor 



Editorial Policy 

■; I. ‘/ i * . 

The Talon is produced by the students of Avila College’s Journalism Practicum 
classes and other student contributors. Opinions expressed are those of the writer 
and do not necessarily reflect those of The Talon staff or the trustees, administration, 
faculty, or staff of the college. The Talon encourages letters to the editor. Letters 
should be typed and must include the writer’s signature, name, address, and tele- 
phone number for verification. Letters can be mailed to The Talon Editor, Avila 
College, 11901 Wornall Road, Kansas City, Mo. 64 145, or may also be submitted 
via e-mail atTalon@mail.avila.edu. Please keep letters to 500 words or less. The 
Talon reserves the right to edit letters for reasons of space, clarity, or inappropriate 



• i react tne article, students plagued by invisible disabilities, in this weeks lalon issue 
that prompted me to reply to Matt Schmidt and Christy Smigin. Christy, how you could 
miss interviewing me for this article is beyond me. I am afflicted with an “invisible dis- 
ability,” which is know as LD or learning disability. 

Let me remind you that LD is not the same as retardation or Down’s syndrome. I had 
some academic learning difficulties with my speech, slow memory, slow math skills, etc. 
that challenged me to keep up with my classmates in high school. 

I would like to conclude my response by thanking Matt Schmidt for being open 
minded about his disability and sharing about it because I am glad I’m not alone. I would 
like to be his new friend too. 



Raymond Leo 





